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n the post-Banda period, especially after the

ignominious removal of Farrukhisar, which

gave the Sikhs some relief, they needed wise

leadership to ingrain the concept of the

Granth and the Panth into the Sikh psyche.
For a decade and a half, until his martyrdom, it was
provided by Bhai Mani Singh, an erudite scholar
well-versed in the exposition of Sikh scriptures and
Sikh philosophy.

His missionary tours, explaining the Sikh
scriptures, helped to leave an indelible mark of
recognition of the shabad, the word as contained in
the Adi Granth as the Guru. The point that Bhai
Mani Singh instilled into the Sikh psyche was that
the shabad, as contained in the Adi Granth in its
entirety, without any distinctions, including the hymns
of the bhagats, was the Guru to be shown an equal
degree of respect and reverence. He also said that the
Adi Granth was not to be worshipped as an idol.!

Theologically, Bhai Mani Singh was very clear; he
made a distinction between bhagat bani and Gurbani.
A significant contribution of Bhai Mani Singh was the
emergence of the medium of ardas.

As mentioned before, Bhai Mani Singh was born
on 6 February 1672 in his ancestral village of Hanso
Majra near Samana to Naghaiya and Bibi Diali (Daya
Kaur)?2. At the very tender age of three, he, along with
his parents, visited Anandpur to seek the blessing of
Guru Teg Bahadur, and this is where he befriended
Gobind Rai, who was a few years older than him and
the son of Guru Teg Bahadur. Thus, deep bonds of
friendship were formed, such that they were by each
other’s side till the end. Guru Teg Bahadur was



Nikhas Chowk, Lahore



Birthplace of Bhai Mani Singh in the village of Hanso Majra

mesmerised by their friendship, so he
asked Naghaiya to leave his son with
him, to be looked after by him as his
own. It was a brave decision of
Naghaiya and Bibi Daya Kaur to leave
their youngest son with Guru Teg
Bahadur. Gobind Rai was pleased that
his playmate would remain with him,
and they could have fun together.

Now Mania was under the
guardianship of Guru Teg Bahadur, so
it was not all play. Gobind Rai was to
be educated in all aspects of life,
including the art of warfare, and since
both Gobind Rai and Mania were
inseparable, they were educated
together. Guru Teg Bahadur called in
Munshi Pir Mohammad to teach the
pair of them Arabic and Persian.
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Though Mania was younger than
Gobind Rai, he was equally receptive
and learned both languages, soon
conversing in them fluently. They also
were taught sword-fighting skills. Their
education continued until they were
proficient in shashter and shuster
vidhya. Apart from learning various
skills, Mania helped around the
household, looking after the many
guests who came to pay their respects
to Guru sahib and to receive his
blessings and also took care of Gobind
Rai’s day-to-day needs. Though Mania
assisted Gobind Rai, their friendship,
regard, and respect for each other did
not diminish.

On 11 November 1675, Guru Teg
Bahadur was arrested while in Delhi.



He was prosecuted, imprisoned and
tortured, and finally executed on the
orders of Mughal Emperor Aurangzeb
for standing against the emperor on
the matter of forced conversions of the
Hindu Kashmiri Pandits to Islam.

After the martyrdom of Guru Teg
Bahadur, Gobind Rai became the
tenth Guru of the Sikhs. The young
boy suddenly had the weight of the
whole Sikh community on his
shoulders. Gobind Rai was well
prepared for the task ahead and the
difficulties he was to face, and Mania
was by his side every step of the way.

Guru Gobind Rai was just nine
years old at the time of his accession.
Mania was six years old, and even at
such a tender age he showed a
willingness to do anything for his
childhood friend, who was now his
Guru. After a tumultuous period, there
was calm at Anandpur. Poets, writers
and the intelligentsia of that time
began to gather at Anandpur to
impress Guru Gobind Rai. Even
wrestlers and martial art experts would
show their expertise daily. Anandgarh
was becoming a centre for shuster
vidhya, and at the same time it was
also being recognised as a centre for
shashter vidhya.

On 6 August 1685, the king of
Nahan, Medni Prakash, requested
Guru Gobind Rai to visit Nahan and
set up a place at Paonta. Guru sahib
acceded to his request and moved to
Poanta with his entourage. In May that
year, before moving to Paonta, Gobind
Rai married Mata Sundri. He was 19

years old, and his childhood friend,
Mania, was 13 years of age. Gobind
Rai set up his place on the banks of the
Yamuna river, now known as Paonta
Sahib. It was a serene, calm and
beautiful place. Writers, poets, singers
and many more arrived here to spend
time with Guru Gobind Rai. During
the latter part of the day, a group
would sit with Gobind Rai and recite
their compositions. Even at their
young ages, Guru Gobind Rai and
Mania contributed to the assembly of
writers and poets, and their literary
works were recited to the assembled
group. Mania was given a place among
the 52 writers and poets for his literary
genius. It is said that here at Paonta,
Guru sahib composed Chandi Di Vaar,
Shuster Naam Mala, and Krishan
Avtar.?
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ki katha alapé
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Creation of the
Khalsa

From here, he fought the Battle of
Bhangani. From his arrival, Guru
Gobind Rai spent three years at
Paonta. After the birth of sahibzada
Ajit Singh on 16 November 16806,
Guru sahib moved back to Anandpur.
Here, at Anandpur, the gathering of
poets and writers continued with the
blessings of Guru sahib.

After the death of Harji Sodhi in
1696, Mania was sent to Amritsar
along with Sikhs chosen by Guru
Gobind Rai to help him to take over
the possession of Sri Harmandir Sahib,
which he did.

On 30 March 1699, on the
Vaisakhi day, Guru Gobind Rai created
and initiated the Khalsa as a warrior
class, with the aim to protect the weak
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and innocent from religious
persecution. Guru sahib formulated an
initiation ceremony by preparing
Amrit Pahul, creating five beloved ones
called panj payara. Gobind Rai made
them initiate him as well. Thus, Guru
Gobind Rai became Guru Gobind
Singh. A Khalsa Sikh man was to be
called Singh, and Kaur, meaning
princess, was used for women. To
celebrate Vaisakhi, the whole family
from Hanso Majra was at Anandpur.
Among the first 161 people to be
initiated to the Panth was Mania, who
became Mani Singh. Mahi Singh,
Naghaiya, and the rest who were
present were administered Khanda Di
Pahul. Guru Gobind Singh addressed

the congregation, accompanied by the



recitation from the Adi Granth. This
was a great, morale-boosting event for
the demoralised nation of people who
Aurangzeb and his henchmen had
persecuted. From here, Mani Singh
was sent back to Amritsar to
consolidate control over Harmandir
Sahib and the day-to-day running of
the administration. He was gone for
just a few months when he was called
back by Guru Gobind Singh to help
him and to take part in battles with
the hill Rajas. It was around the year
1700. The fighting continued until 5
December 1705, when Guru Gobind
Singh was forced to leave Anandpur.
Mani Singh was assigned the duty of
escorting the wives of Guru Gobind
Singh safely to Delhi. He got the
Guru’s wives to dress in burqa and veils
like Muslim ladies and safely escorted
them to Delhi to the house of Darbara
Singh, a confidant and disciple of
Guru Gobind Singh. Mani Singh
stayed at Darbara Singh’s house to
attend to the needs of Guru sahib’s
wives until news arrived that Guru
Gobind Singh was in Damdama Sahib.
He then escorted Mata Sundri to
Damdama Sahib and remained at his
Guru’s side.

Whilst at Damdama Sahib, the
work of preparing four copies of the
holy Granth got underway. There was
to be one copy each of the Granth for
Akal Bunga Amritsar, Patna Sahib and
Damdama Sahib, and one Granth for
general reading, which was called
Vadde Babbe. This work was
completed by the end of 1706. Mani

Singh, whilst preparing the Granths,
also prepared smaller pothis to be read
by devotees. Guru Teg Bahadur’s bani
was added to the Granth at this time.
Guru Gobind Singh authenticated the
Granths and gave the Granth the status
of the eleventh and the final Guru.
Around October of 1706, Mani Singh
accompanied Guru Gobind Singh to
meet Aurangzeb in Deccan, but, on
the way, they received news of his
death, so they turned back to Delhi
and stayed there for a while, and then
made their way to Agra to meet
Bahadurshah, Aurangzeb’s successor.
On 7 October 1708, Guru Gobind
Singh decided to move to Deccan.
Mata Sahib Deva insisted on going
with Guru Gobind Singh, and Mani
Singh also went along with the tenth
master, all the way to Nanded. Guru
sahib set up his encampment on the
banks of the River Godavari. It was a
peaceful place, which Guru sahib liked
as he could meditate on the riverbanks.
Mani Singh did not leave the sight of
Guru sahib and Mata Sahib Deva and
attended to their needs day and night.
It was a traumatic time for all the
Sikhs, especially Guru Gobind Singh,
having left Anandpur and lost his four
sons, but he was still mentally as strong
as he could be. During the pre-Khalsa
and post-Khalsa periods, Guru Gobind
Singh fought against tyranny in all its
manifestations, against the hill Rajas,
the Mughal governors and the imperial
forces.> His spirit to fight against
tyranny was still not diminished. At

Nanded, Lachman Das Bairagi met

4
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Guru sahib. Lachman Das asked Guru
Gobind Singh’s permission to go to
Punjab and fight against tyranny. Guru
sahib blessed him, and after the
initiation ceremony of Pahul named
him Banda Singh Bahadur. Mani
Singh was asked by the tenth Guru to
accompany Banda to Punjab.

Nawab Wazir Khan of Sirhind was
concerned at the emperor’s and Guru
Gobind Singh’s increasing friendship
and their marching together to
Deccan. He felt that survival was
threatened, fully realising what he had
done to the two sahibzadas. Wazir
Khan deputed two of his most trusted
men, Jamshed Khan and Wasil Beg, to
follow Guru sahib. One evening after
the Rehras prayer, Guru sahib was
resting in his chamber when one of
them stabbed the Guru on his left side.
Before he could do the same again,
Guru sahib struck him down with his
sabre. The other assailant tried to
escape but was also killed by the Sikhs.
Mani Singh rushed to Guru sahib
when he heard noises coming from the
Guru’s chamber. When Bahadur Shah
heard the news sent by Mani Singh, he
immediately dispatched his European
doctor to attend to the Guru’s wound.
Guru sahib’s wound was stitched up,
and soon he was out of danger, and
made a good recovery.

One day, while he was pulling at a
strong bow, the stitches came undone,
which caused profuse bleeding. Guru
sahib lost a lot of blood, which caused
great concern to Mata Sahib Deva and
the Sikhs attending to him. It was clear
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that the time had come for Guru
Gobind Singh to proceed to the
heavenly abode.

On 7 October 1708, Guru Gobind
Singh breathed his last. Arrangements
were made for his cremation under the
guidance of Mata Sahib Deva. Mani
Singh asked her if she would like to
return to Delhi, to which she agreed.
They, thus, made arrangements to
return to Mata Sundri, where she spent
the rest of her life. After arriving from
Nanded, Mani Singh continued to
look after Mata Sundri and Mata Sahib
Deva, along with preaching Sikhism to
the masses.

Jab Guru joti jot samaye
Mani Singh Mata sang aye Mata Sundri
Sahib Devi
Ubbhey rahee madh Delhi abaythe Mani
Singh sewa sab bhatey
Karat karawat rahiyo bakbiyate desh, Desh
de Sikh udare bheta bhejat rahe apare®

Mani Singh and Banda stayed there
for some time and planned their
further course of action with the rest.
Thus started the journey back to
avenge the deaths of Guru Gobind
Singh, the four sahibzadas, and the
countless followers who had given their
lives for the Guru and Khalsa Panth.
This was going to be the last stand
against the tyranny of Wazir Khan.

Banda, along with his Bandai
warriors, were ready to attack Sirhind.
The Phulkian rulers gave him material
help. On 26 November 1709, Banda
Singh attacked Samana, the native



town of Jalal-ud-Din, the executioner
of Guru Teg Bahadur and one of the
two executioners who had volunteered
to behead Guru Gobind Singh’s two
sons at Sirhind. After sacking Samana,
Banda occupied Gharam, Thaska, and
Shahabad. The town of Kapuri was
razed to the ground, and there, Faujdar
Qadam-ud-Din was punished. Thus,
on 12 May 1710 at Chapper Cheri,
Wazir Khan was killed in battle, and
Sirhind was captured on 14 May 1710.
Banda Bahadur kept up the
momentum with the same force,
punishing the hill kingdom and
anyone who had committed atrocities
against Guru Gobind Singh and his
family, until, on 7 December 1715, he
was captured, along with his famished

1 Severed head
. of Wazir Khan

warriors, and was taken first to Lahore
and then to Delhi by the royal forces.
On the orders of Farrukh-Siyar, Banda
Singh and his companions were taken
to the tomb of Khawaja Qutab-ud-Din
Bakhtiyar Kaki, near the Qutab Minar,
and were given a choice to accept
either Islam or death. Banda refused to
renounce his faith. In front of his eyes,
his son was hacked to pieces. Banda
was subjected to the harshest of
atrocities. His eyes were pulled out, his
hands and feet were chopped off and
finally, on 9 June 1716, he was cut to
pieces, limb from limb.”

After the death of Banda Singh, the
Sikhs were divided into two factions,

Tatt Khalsa and Bandai Khalsa. The

opposition to Banda was orchestrated
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even before he fought the opponents of
Guru Gobind Singh. He was declared
persona non grata by one faction of
Sikhs, and Mata Sundri was briefed
with information against him. The Tatt
Khalsa refused to cooperate and fight
along with Banda Singh against the
Imperial Army. The caste composition
of the Bandais was non-Jatt, and Tatt
Khalsa was Jatt; it was unacceptable for
Tatt Khalsa to be second best, even
though some years earlier, Guru
Gobind Singh had created the Khalsa
based on human equality and had
made all attempts against the caste
system. With the death of Guru sahib,
all his work was undone, and sadly,
this continues even to the present day.
Even now, Jatt Sikhs continue to feel
superior to the others.

On the orders of Mata Sundri, Bhai
Mani Singh was asked to take charge
of Harmandir Sahib at Amritsar
around 1713, along with Mama Kirpal
Singh. While at Amritsar, Bhai Mani
Singh resided at Akal Bunga.® At this
point, he was the third granthi of
Harmandir Sahib — Baba Buddha was
the first, followed by Bhai Gurdas as
the second. Hence, Mani Singh
became Bhai Mani Singh. A good
thing came out of Bhai Mani Singh’s
presence at Amritsar — he reconciled
the two factions and put the affairs of
Harmandir Sahib in order.

Bhai Mani Singh was now in full
control of Harmandir Sahib, so it fell
to him, on the orders of Mata Sundri,
to gather all the segments of the
Dasam Granth, which had been
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misplaced when they had left
Anandpur. It was a big task that only
Bhai Mani Singh could do. The work
of collating and tracing the lost bani
continued until 1726. Siha Singh, who
was in Delhi to assist Mata Sundri and
Mata Sahib Deva, was instrumental in
the collection of the bani. It was just
not a one-person task. The Sikhs in
Punjab and Bihar were asked to do the
same under the leadership of Bhai
Mani Singh and the guidance of Mata
Sundri. Bhai Mani Singh was in
constant contact with her, and he
would often visit Delhi to report on
his progress. This, though, took a toll
on his health, for times were difficult,
and the means of transport were still
primitive. However, Bhai Mani Singh
was well versed in the art of letter
writing, so he kept Mata Sundri well
informed through his letters.

The letter reveals that Banda Singh
was still held in high regard, despite
the politics of the time, and also
clarifies that works such as Krishan
Avtar, Triya Charitar and Shastar Nam
Mala Puran were written by Guru
Gobind Singh, possibly at Paonta
Sahib or Anandpur.

Sikh historians are mistaken in
claiming that Bhai Mani Singh took
charge of the Harmandir Sahib in
1720/22. Bhai Mani Singh’s letter to
Mata Sundri proves that he was there
in about 1713/14, as it was written
about five months after Banda Singh’s
arrest and two months before his
execution. A significant contribution
of Bhai Mani Singh was the emergence
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The One Prevaileth Everywhere. May the Immortal be Our Saviour.

ost revered divine mother, Mani Singh makes obeisance at thy feet. News
l \ / | further is that on coming here my body has been suffering from acute

wind-ailment and my health has been deteriorating. I meditated on the
songs of healing thrice. But there has been no slackness in the service of Harmandir
Sahib. The Khalsa has lost hold on Punjab and the Sikhs are retreating to the forests
and mountains. The whole of Punjab is under the sway of the despots. Even in the
villages the life of the young men and women is not safe. They are hunted and killed
mercilessly. The enemies of the Guru have joined with them. The handaliyas
(followers of an imposter guru) are spying on the Sikhs and are betraying them to
the enemies. Almost everyone has left Amritsar. The clerks and accountants have
fled. So far, the almighty has protected me. I cannot say what may happen
tomorrow. The Master’s words will come to pass. Binod Singh’s grandson has passed
away. Among the books I sent, there is a volume of 303 Triya Charitar Upakhyan
written by the master. Please give that volume to Sihan Singh who lives in the
interior of the city. So far, I have not been able to trace Shastra Nam Mala Puran. I
have found the first part of Krishan Avtar but not the second part. If I get it, I will
send it. There is a rumour here that Banda has made good his escape. May the lord
protect him. Guru Angad’s family at Khadur has sent five tolas of gold for your
adopted son’s bride. Please recover seventeen rupees from Jhanda Singh. I gave him
five rupees to meet the expenses of the journey. He has some bad habits and will
squander the money. The accountants have not as yet given me the accounts,
otherwise I would have sent a hundi from the big city (Lahore). If my health
improves, I shall come sometime in October or November.

Baisakh 22

Sd/- Mani Singh
Guruchak Bunga

Please reply in the bamboo stick.



of the medium of ardas. Along with
compiling the literary works of the
Gurus, Bhai Mani Singh was a scholar
par excellence, with works like Sikhan
Di Bhagat Mala, also known as Bhagat
Ratnawli. He expanded the first of the
Bhai Gurdas’ vaars into a life of Guru
Nanak, which is called Gyan Ratnavali.
An expansion of Bhai Gurdas’ eleventh
vaar contains a list of famous Sikhs up
to the time of Guru Har Gobind.

Sikhism is based on the equality of
all, not on the caste or creed of any
person. After Guru Gobind Singh,
Banda Singh Bahadur and Bhai Mani
Singh were the two most important
and influential personalities amongst
the Sikhs. As a true Sikh, Bhai Mani
Singh did not believe in the hierarchy
of the caste system, nor did he believe
in the caste system. He did not use his
caste with his name, as it was abolished
by Guru Gobind Singh and, as a great
scholar of that era, it did not matter to
him. The Sikh community, rather than
shun the practice of the caste system,
has adopted it more vigorously.
Various Sikh communities, to raise
their social status among the Sikh
community, have associated themselves
with, or claimed, Bhai Mani Singh as
their own.

So, who was Bhai Mani Singh, and
what was his family background?

Which caste did he belong to?

¢ A scholar
* A theologian

¢ An administrator

* A leader of Sikhs in the post
Banda period

* A warrior

* A married family man with

children.

Various scholars of history have
described him differently. Some have
described him as a great scholar,
warrior, and a married family man.
Both past and present-day historians
have depicted him to suit their
agendas, but no one has tried to write
the history of this great man accurately
and honestly. Instead, these so-called
historians have vandalised a history
just over 300 years old. Different
historians have him originating from
Alipur, Multan, Kambowal (now the
village of Longowal), and some have
written that Bhai Mani Singh came
from Kane Kache. They go so far as to
declare Bhai Mani Singh a Dullat Jatt,
a Rajput.

Kesar Singh Chhibber writes about
Bhai Mani Singh belonging to the
Kamboj caste. Historians also fail to
mention that two Mani Singhs were
associated with Guru Gobind Singh.
They also mention Mani Ram from
Alipore, who later became Mani Singh,
stating that he was at the diwan of
Guru Gobind Singh and a childhood
friend at the same time. Mania, a
Kamboj by caste, who after the Khalsa
initiation became Mani Singh, was
younger than Guru Gobind Singh, was
the playmate of Guru sahib and the
one who stayed with him till the end
and at Amritsar as a granthi, and was
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KURSINAMA
Bhai Naghaiya Singh Mahrok



cut limb from limb at Nikhas Chowk
in Lahore.

Guru Gobind Singh was six years
old when Bhai Mani Singh, the
Kamboj, was born in 1672, and Mani

not fit. How could a man of 22 years
of age be the childhood friend of the
newly born Gobind Rai? The friend-
ship between Mani Singh Kamboj and
Gobind Rai fits exactly. However,

Ram was 22 years old when Guru
Gobind Singh was born. Accordingly,

the timeline given by historians does

Mani Ram was on the scene at that
time, but in the different role of a
sewadar, not of a childhood friend.

Who were these two Bhai Mani Singhs?

. . Mani Ram
Mani Singh Kamboj (Later Singh)
Date of birth 6 February 1672 1644
. Village Hanso Majra Village Alipur
Place of birth now in Haryana District of Muzaffargarh
. e T Naik Mai Das and
Name of parents Naghaiya and Bibi Diali Madhari Bai
Grandfather Channu Ballu (1595-1644)
Sito Devi, daughter of
Marriage Not married Lakhi Rai
Second wife Khemi
Brothers Sedhu and Beeru Singh Jetha and Diala
Bachitter Singh, Anik
Singh, Ude Singh, Ajab
Children None Singh, Ajaib Sn_lgh
From second wife:
Bhagwan Singh, Desa
Singh, Balram Singh
7 December 1738, .
Date of death Lahore, cut limb from 24 June 1734, Alipur, of
. old age
limb
Age at death 66 years 90 years
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Historians like Dr Sangat Singh, Dr
Jaggi, and Giani Garja Singh have
taken references from Bhat Vahi
Multani, which are not authentic
documents, and have not endeavoured
to check any other sources.

Bhai Kesar Singh Chhibber, a
contemporary of Bhai Mani Singh,
mentions him several times in
Bansavali Nama Dasan Patshahian Ka,
where he writes about Bhai Mani
Singh Kamboj Musdi (a person
responsible for reading and writing
literary works). Bhai Kesar Singh
Chhibber, a Brahmin by caste, states
very clearly and unequivocally, without
a shadow of doubt and in more than
one place, the caste of Bhai Mani
Singh as Kambo;j.

Chhibber’s ancestors were
associated with Guru Gobind Singh
for several generations. His father,
Gurbaksh Singh Chhibber, who was
associated with the tenth Guru, was
sent by Mata Sundri along with Mama
Kirpal to manage the Harmandir Sahib
complex. He was known as daroga and
was in charge of the treasury. Dharam
Chand, the father of Gurbaksh Singh,
was the diwan of Guru Gobind Singh.
Dargah Mall and his father, Dwarka
Dass, father and grandfather of
Dharam Chand, were the diwans of
Guru Har Rai and Guru Harkrishan,
respectively. Bhai Praga, the father of
Dwarka Dass, was with Guru
Hargobind sahib. Bhai Praga was with
Guru Hargobind sahib when they
visited Hanso Majra en route to
Kiratpur earlier. Bhai Praga’s son
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Chupa Singh looked after Guru
Gobind Singh during his childhood
along with the young Bhai Mani
Singh. Bhai Chupa Singh wrote
Rehatnama for the Sikhs. Mati Das
and Sati Das, who attained martyrdom
along with Guru Teg Bahadur at
Delhi, belonged to the Chhibber
family.® So, to say that Mani Ram was
the diwan of Guru Gobind Singh is
utterly wrong and deceitful.

With the arrival of Gurbaksh Singh
Chhibber at Amritsar, Kesar Singh and
his brother also came along to assist
their father. When Kesar Singh
Chhibber wrote about Bhai Mani
Singh, he was present and saw the
events unfolding before his eyes. He
wrote of an attack on Amritsar by the
Turks in 1793 B (1736 AD), when
they saved their lives by hiding in the
bhora, sardakhana of their home with
five or six associates. Chhibber, being a
Brahmin, knew the caste system. He
knew people belonged to different
castes and had no reason to state it
differently. In his writings, he gives the
castes of all the people he writes about.

Bhai Kesar Singh writes that Bhai
Mani Singh from the Kamboj caste,
who has no equivalent in stature
among the Sikhs of the Guru, came
and stayed along with Mama Kirpal.
He describes Bhai Mani Singh as
saintly, wise, celibate and a learned
person who was tolerant, brave and a
person of firm ideas. He further
describes the collection of the bani of
the Dasam Granth by Bhai Mani Singh
Kamboj in clear terms:
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Ehe grath a'utar lila da jo haisi ban@’i’a, s6 bha'i mani singh
jatt kambo hiiran ikatha karava'i'a
samat satara sau bi'asi jaba ga'e, tab bha'i mani singh
dajé amritsar avat bha'e
duja amritsar ji col'hé bagh vich hai bani'a, bha'i mani
singh ji musadi sikh Sikhan vich gani'an
s0 sikh bahut hi ma'i'a lai ke haisi 2i’a, Sikhan na dé
kharach rupa'é bani dhada'i'a
khas dasakhati patare likhé hatha a'€,0na patari'an de
barobar nal sab bani hor 1a'i likha'e
itani vadhik gal uss pason si hé'i, jo bhagat bani adh
Granth di juda kar likhi s6'
adh granth até dasavi patasahi da dovén granth ik karaya
adh vichon bhagat bani juda kar likha’i’a, dohan
granthan di birr ika kara bandha'i

oh, granth kise garib sikh ditha ja'i



He got Avtar Lila in full and
made editorial additions to it, but it
had not been bound together. Its
seven pages lay in Delhi. The copy
of the Dasam Granth had gotten
scattered during the battles. The
Granth Avtar Lila was collected by
Bhai Mani Singh Kambo. In 1782 B
(1625 AD) Bhai Mani Singh came
to the second Amritsar, which was in
Chola Bagh. Bhai Mani Singh
Musdi was a prominent person
among the Sikhs. A Sikh brought a
large amount of money, which he
spent on collecting the bani. Mani
Singh made one mistake of
separating the bani of bhagats from
that of the Gurus and got them
bound together. It was seen by some
Sikhs, who cursed him, to be
chopped, just as he had separated
the bani of the bhagats from that of
the Gurus. Bhai Mani Singh begged
his pardon, but as per the curse, his
body was chopped at each joint at
Lahore later on.!°

Kesar Singh Chhibber described
Bhai Mani Singh clearly as Kamboj, as
he was closely associated with him.
Twice Bhai Kesar Singh Chhibber gave
the caste of Bhai Mani Singh as
Kamboj, who was Musdi and spent a
major part of his life with Guru
Gobind Singh. In history, as in a court
of law, the contemporary or eyewitness
account carries the most weight and is
accepted as the most credible evidence.
Circumstantial evidence is taken into
consideration only as a last resort.

32 | Mahroks

Historians have evaded the real
evidence, relying heavily on
circumstantial evidence of the ethnicity
of Bhai Mani Singh. Bhai Kesar Singh
Chhibber wrote about him in minute
detail and about the other Sikh
personalities of the time. Bhai Kesar
Singh came under the pupilship of
Bhai Mani Singh at Amritsar. He
experienced the events of that time and
later documented them for his own
and future generations. He could not
have made up the events of that time.

Thakur Singh and Harbans Singh
Thind also stated that Bhai Mani
Singh belonged to the Kamboj caste.
They also say that he belonged to the
family of Captain Ram Singh, who was
the first Vice President of SGPC—a
family well-known in Sunam and
descendants of Naghaiya from the
Mabhrok clan. Kirpal Singh Narang,
D.R. Sethi, and Giani Lal Singh all
state that he was born in Kambowal.
Koer Singh goes as far as saying, in
Gurbilas Patshai 10, that all his work is
based on stories told to him by Bhai
Mani Singh. Thakur Singh and
Harbans Singh Thind are correct to
some extent in saying that he belonged
to the Kamboj and Mahrok clans. Bhai
Mani Singh was not born in or around
Kambowal. As stated earlier, he was
born in his ancestral village of Hanso
Majra. As Bhai Mani Singh was
celibate, his brother’s descendants
moved to Sunam only after Sukha
Singh Shaheed cut off the head of
Massa Ranghar, and it had become
dangerous for the family to live in their



ancestral village. Mai Bhaghan, the
wife of Sukha Singh, with her only
son, who was two months old at that
time, moved to her parent’s house in
Sunam. Thus, Sunam became the
ancestral village for the remaining
descendants up to the present time.
Dr Ratan Singh Jaggi, in his book
Bbhai Mani Singh Jiwan te Rachna,
published by Punjabi University
Patiala, does not mention two Bhai
Mani Singhs. Dr Jaggi, himself the
head of the History Department of
Punjabi University Patiala, fails in his
attempt to justify his account with all

the archives and information to hand.

Why? According to Dr Jaggi, Bhai
Mani Singh’s association with Guru
Har Rai and Guru Har Krishan may

Ancestral Vahi
of Bhai Mani
Singh’s Family
Purohits in
Pehova
(Haryana)

be possible in the case of Mani Ram
(Singh) from Alipore, but Bhai Mani
Singh Kamboj does not fit the timeline
because he was born later. If history
books are written based on hearsay,
they are not history but mere stories.

The Encyclopaedia of Sikhism
discards the myth and the claim of Dr
Jaggi by declaring that there were two
Mani Singhs — Mani Singh Kamboj,
the childhood friend of Guru Gobind
Singh, and Mani Ram (later Singh), an
older man at the time of Guru Gobind
Singh’s birth.'! Giani Thakur Singh
writes in his book Jiwan Bhai Mani
Singh Shahbeed, written in 1920 in
Lahore when he was looking after
Shaheed Ganj, where Bhai Mani Singh
was put to death:
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Bha'i mani singh kamboj san. Bha'i mani singh ji da janam 24 magh budhavar

samat 1729 (1672 AD) vich mukam pind hansé majara, Naghaiya kamboj

Mahrok dé ghar mata Diali dé udaro ho'i'a. iss dé mapi'an né ladd nal isa da

unatisa- magh mahina din cha'ubisa, budhavar din subh lakh lijai- ja din janam

mani ji thijai, pita ka nam Naghaiya bha'i -, Diali nam mata sukhada'i hanso

majara nagar mahané- bha'i mani singh janam sathané nagahi'e ke subh janameé

tin- sédi, biru mani inn

Giani Thakur Singh mentions that
his whole purpose in writing the
detailed history of Bhai Mani Singh
and his family was to quell the doubts
about Bhai Mani Singh’s caste and the
disrespect various historians have
shown by creating doubts about his
lineage. Giani Thakur Singh
specifically picks out Giani Gian
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Singh’s writings as misrepresenting
history, not just once but several times,
to make himself look important in
society. Kirpal Singh Dardi’s extensive
research on Bhai Mani Singh, based on
his analysis and cross-checking of
several sources, concluded that Bhai
Mani Singh was a Kamboj and a
celibate, while Mani Ram was a family



man with children and grandchildren.
He further states that Shaheed Bilas
was not so old, as stated by Garja
Singh, who wrote in it that Mani
Singh (Ram) went to Haridwar with
Guru Gobind Singh. Upon checking
the vahis from the respective purobhits,
he states that it pertains to 1887 and
1893 B, which are 136 and 142 years
after the actual event of 1751 B. There
is mention of Bhai Mani Ram Diwan.

As mentioned earlier, Mani Ram
was never the diwan of Guru Gobind
Singh. Mai Dass and his family were
described as Banjara Rajput. The letter
from Bhai Mani Singh was expertly
analysed by Dr Harkirat Singh, a
linguist at Punjabi University Patiala,
and his opinion was that this letter
contained no element of Lehndi or
Multani, but the effect of eastern
Punjabi was clear. Though Jaggi and
Daljit Singh do not consider this letter
to be reliable.

Garja Singh does not declare the
name of the provider of the letter.
Historians who claim Bhai Mani Singh
to be Rajput are Piara Singh, Garja
Singh, and Piara Singh Padam, all Sikh
Rajputs. Thus they promote Mani
Ram as Bhai Mani Singh to make him
their own and improve their caste
status in Sikh society.

The first entry of Bhai Mani Singh
as Rajput, published in the
Encyclopedia of Sikhism, was written by
Piara Singh, but this was changed in
the next edition. The Bhat Vahis used
by these historians could not be relied
upon, as they were written to glorify

their paymasters. Modern historians no
longer rely on these documents for
fear of misstating the facts.

Giani Gian Singh did not mention
his relationship with Bhai Mani Singh
in the first edition of Panth Parkash,
but by the time his second edition was
published, Bhai Mani Singh was
recorded as his ancestor and also as
coming from the village of Kambowal,
now the village of Longowal near
Sunam. According to Giani Gian
Singh, Bhai Mani Singh, like him, was
a Dullat Jatt.

Where Giani Gian Singh went
wrong was in writing about the birth
of Bhai Mani Singh in Kambowal, not
realising that Kambowal was then in
ruins. The land records of the Punjab
Government prove this without a
doubt. He also states that Ala Singh
founded the village of Longowal in
1749 AD. Dullat Jatt Kala, along with
his two sons, Naghaiya and Mani
Singh, came with him.

He further states that Naghaiya had
seven sons. Giani Gian Singh, in Panth
Parkash, writes that he was the son of
Bhag Singh and grandson of Bhakta
Singh, but he writes his father’s name
as Loka Singh in the first edition.
Naghaiya was related to Mani Singh,
not as a brother but as the son of
another family from Hanso Majra. The
whole idea of tracing his lineage to Mani
Singh and proving that Mani Singh
was a Dullat Jatt was in tatters.

Scholars like Bhai Kahn Singh
could not even consider his writings

credible. Thus, Bhai Kahn Singh, in
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Mabhan Kosh, states that the whole idea
of Bhai Mani Singh being a Dullat Jatt
was Giani Gian Singh’s idea, but most
scholars consider Bhai Mani Singh to
belong to the Kamboj caste.!® Bhai
Kahn Singh went even so far as to

accuse Giani Gian Singh of misstating
the facts and plagiarism, as Giani Gian
Singh had declared Naghaiya and Kala
to be his ancestors. Giani Gian Singh

got it wrong, so he writes about Bhai
Mani Singh:

Hal Ry Stefe g - Sgfage aaAa 38 d
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Mani singh bhi do'i bahai hain — bahu nirané kara jan la'é hain

ika mani singh jat kamo’i — sakan manikaran bha s6'1

Amritsar méin aur lahore — hai satat tan ki jug thaur

hum nij nainan pikhi pasiré — diisara bhayd mani singh jat

rachi sakhi'an jin baha thhat -rakha's sidak kata'i'o ang

jag mén jas pa gayo abang
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Giani Gian Singh wrote the first
edition of Panth Prakash in 1874 AD,
and it was published in 1878 AD.
During his lifetime Giani Gian Singh
published five editions of the work,

with new additions.

Vahi Pandit Shei Kanth, son
of Lakshmi Kanth,
Kurukshetra. Record of
Longowal resident caste
Dullat Jatt Folio 411:

Hamir Singh, Maharaj Singh,
Tharaj Singh, Tara Singh,
Bakhta Singh, Rugga Singh,
Sujan Singh, sons of Naghaiya,
grandsons of Kala.

Didar Singh, Sadda Singh, Gian
Singh sons of Bhag Singh. Bhag
Singh son of Bakhta Singh,
grandson of Naghaiya Singh.

Didar Singh, Sadda Singh, Gian
Singh, Bhag Singh’s son Didar
Singh from Karnal in 1915.14

Based on the family records from
Giani Gian Singh’s purohits, Giani
Garja Singh comments about the
deceit of Giani Gian Singh and
mentions in Shaheed Bilas that, ‘All his
ancestors are mentioned in the records,
but Bhai Mani Singh’s name is
nowhere to be seen. It is highly
surprising and suspicious how and why

Giani declares Bhai Mani Singh as
from his family’!>.

It is surprising that Giani Gian
Singh mentions his father, Bhag Singh,
grandfather, Bhakta Singh, and great-
grandfather, Naghaiya Singh, but fails
to mention Bhai Mani Singh as
Naghaiya Singh’s brother, and his
family, if any. It is highly suspicious
why Bhai Mani Singh and his family’s
name was not mentioned in purohit
vahis. It would have been a matter of
pride for Giani Gian Singh to have
made sure that Mani Singh’s name was
written in the vahis.

According to these vahis, Naghaiya
had seven sons, namely, Hamir Singh,
Mabharaj Singh, Tharaj Singh, Tara
Singh, Bhakta Singh, Rugga Singh,
and Sujan Singh, but if we compare
the names according to purohit vahis
and Giani Gian Singh’s given names,
then Hamir Singh, Maharaj Singh,
Tara Singh, and Rugga Singh are not
the sons of Naghaiya Singh. If we
consider Maharaj Singh as Maraj Singh
and Rugga Singh as Rua Singh, whose
sons are Hamir Singh and Tara Singh?
Giani Gian Singh’s list of his ancestors
in Panth Prakash, when compared to
purohits vahis, does not tally. However,
Giani Gian Singh did not even know
his ancestors’ names correctly, so he lies
about Bhai Mani Singh in Panth
Prakash. According to vahis, Giani
Gian Singh’s two brothers, Didar Singh
and Sadda Singh, visited their purohits
in 1915 B (1858 AD). Gian Singh,
born in 1822 AD, finished writing
Panth Prakash 16 years after his
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brother’s visit to Kurukshetra. It is
surprising, yet again, that he mentions
his father, grandfather, and great-
grandfather but does not mention his
great-grandfather’s brother’s name as
Bhai Mani Singh in the purohits vahis.

Giani Gian Singh created this
fictitious lineage to Bhai Mani Singh
later, after their visit to Kurukshetra.
Bhai Kahn Singh mentions Bhai Mani
Singh as Dullat Jatt in Mahan Kosh,
but also writes that this was based on
Giani Gian Singh’s account. However,
he believed that Bhai Mani Singh was
from the Kamboj caste.

The Encyclopedia of Sikhism writes
about Giani Gian Singh that he was a
staunch Sikh but not a critical
historian. The incidents, their order,
dates, and facts do not come up to the
level of scientific investigation. Giani
was motivated to use a martyr’s name
for the adulation of his clan.t®

The British patronised writers like
Rattan Singh Bhangu and many
others, who were on the payroll of
Captain Murray and were writing
history that suited the British at that
time. Though Giani was independent,
he was keen to promote himself and
his family and thus lacked truthfulness
in writing the facts. Gurmukh Singh
writes about Giani Gian Singh’s
attempt to dub Bhai Mani Singh as
Dullat Jatt and Giani Garja Singh’s
motivation and desire to use Bhai
Mani Singh’s name for the adulation of
his clan. Similarly, over the decades,
many have declared Bhai Mani Singh
to be their ancestor. Dr Prakash Singh
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Jammu has challenged these historians
and openly called Giani Gian Singh,
Giani Garja Singh, and their associates
deliberate liars. He further asked that
the Bhat Vahi Multani upon which
Giani Garja Singh has based his
research be produced in the original,
but to no avail.

Everyone would like to be
associated with a person of great
achievements and fame. Bhai Mani
Singh was a genius of very high calibre
and belonged to the whole Sikh
community, but at the same time,
history must be factual and not based
on castes or clans or for the glory of
one family. The vandalisation of
historical facts is worse than genocide,
which happens from time to time;
people heal their wounds and get on
with their lives, but the wounds
inflicted by the vandals of history do
not heal until they are challenged.

From the start of the eighteenth
century, Bhai Mani Singh Kamboj was
at Amritsar and came to help Guru
Gobind Singh at the Anandpur battles
in 1704 AD. As mentioned earlier, he
was with both the wives of Guru
Gobind Singh, helping them to reach
Delhi safely. In 1706 AD he was at
Damdama Sahib to assist Guru
Gobind Singh in the preparation of
Granth Sahib. Bhai Mani Singh was
present at many places, and Amritsar
was not his permanent abode then. He
travelled between Delhi and Amritsar
several times to attend to Mata Sundri
and Mata Sahib Deva to discuss and
solve Panthic and family problems. He



did not settle at Amritsar for a longer
period until 1721/22 AD. Travelling
conditions were terrible in that era,
and only a young, energetic person
could endure them.

Bhai Mani Singh Kamboj was 48
years old and fits the category of a
person who could endure all that
travelling, while Mani Ram Rajpoot
was in his late 70s, rather an elderly
person, and could not have coped.
Garja Singh writes about Mani Singh
that he was the head granthi of
Amritsar. If so, how was he able to
move around from place to place at his
age and still look after Harmandir
Sahib? There was no Mani Singh
Rajpoot! Kesar Singh Chhibber writes
that a man brought a large amount of
money from Delhi, sent by Mata
Sundri, that was given to Bhai Mani
Singh Kamboj, who was responsible
for all the affairs at Amritsar. If there
were such a man known as Mani Singh
Rajpoot Diwan, then that money
would have been sent to him by Mata
Sundri. Mani Ram (Singh) was neither
the diwan nor the head granthi of
Amritsar. Garja Singh creates a smoke
screen to discredit Kesar Singh
Chbhibber by saying that Bhai Mani
Singh was not Kamboj and he was
mistaken as to his caste. Why was
Kesar Singh Chhibber wrong in
recognising the caste of Bhai Mani
Singh when he writes about other
Sikhs, their names, castes, and sub-
castes? If Chhibber was not wrong
about other Sikh personalities of that
time, why would he be wrong in the

case of Bhai Mani Singh’s caste? Garja
Singh says Chhibber was a young boy
at that time, so he could not see things
clearly, but Chhibber was 26 years old
in 1782 B/1725 AD, and as he was a
witness to what was happening, he
could not have written history
wrongly. He had no reason to do so.
Chbhibber clearly writes about Bhai
Mani Singh Kamboj, that he was the
one with all the responsibilities in
Amritsar, and that he discharged them
with all honesty, including the
compilation of the Dasam Granth. I,
by mistake, Chhibber had assigned the
caste of Bhai Mani Singh Kamboj to
Rajpoot, then Garja Singh would have
had no problem with that. Amritsar in
those days was developing around
Harmandir Sahib. Houses and small
shops had started appearing around the
temple building. Chole Bagh,
mentioned by Chhibber, another
locality appearing near there, was also
known as Dooja Amritsar. Bhai Mani
Singh Kamboj chose this place to sit in
peace to compile the Dasam Granth
around 1782 B (1725 AD).

The Subedar of Lahore and Multan
was so troubled by the Sikhs that
around 1733 AD, he approached
Sardar Kapur Singh and negotiated a
peace treaty with the Sikhs. Under it,
Sardar Kapur Singh was declared the
Nawab. Zakaria Khan also gave him a
lot of land around Amritsar in the
shape of jagirs. This action created a
sense of calm in the area, and Sikhs
who had been in hiding started to
come out. The peace remained intact
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until 1735 AD, when Zakaria Khan
repossessed all the land. With the
breakdown of the treaty, Zakaria Khan
appointed Diwan Lakhpat Rai and
gave him a vast army of soldiers to find
and kill Sikhs. Bhai Mani Singh was
now at Harmandir Sahib after
finishing the compilation of the Dasam
Granth and other banis and was
concentrating on the day-to-day
running and looking after the Sikhs’
interests in the absence of his Master.
Giani Garja Singh writes another
untruth in Shaheed Bilas about the
execution of Bhai Mani Singh in 1734
AD. By this, he meant Mani Ram
(Singh) at Lahore. He did not realise
that the Sikhs and Zakaria Khan had a
peace treaty from 1733 AD till 1735
AD, and there was no reason for
anyone to be arrested or killed. To give
prominence to Mani Ram (Singh), he
created a false narrative.

Bhai Mani Singh Kamboj was very
much alive and carrying out his
Master’s and both Mata Sundri and
Mata Sahib Deva’s orders to look after
Harmandir Sahib. By now, Sikhs had
started gathering at Amritsar at least
twice a year for the congregation.
There was a regular recitation of bani
from the Guru Granth Sahib, followed
by kirtan. This practice continued till
1737 and early 1738 AD. One day,
after the morning diwan, the Sikhs
asked Bhai Mani Singh to celebrate
Diwali and gather the Sikhs from all
over the place. Bhai sahib decided it
was a good idea, so he asked the sangat
to send messages to Majha, Malwa,
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Doaba, and distant places for the Sikhs
to gather in Amritsar at the time of
Diwali. It was decided that there
should be two diwans at Amritsar, one
at the time of Vaisakhi and the second
on Diwali. Its aims were to reorganise
the Panth and preach Sikhism to the
masses. It was also decided amongst
the Sikhs, under the leadership of Bhai
Mani Singh, that they should look at
the problems that they were facing at
that time and collectively try to find
solutions. So it was decided to hold
three days of diwan at Amritsar. There
were a few men who were there to spy
on Bhai Mani Singh and the Sikhs on
the orders of Zakaria Khan. Ami
Chand Majithia (an ancestor of the
present-day Majithia family of Punjab)
and Bhajan Das were the two men
Zakaria Khan planted on the pretext
that they would be given jagirs in
return for information about Bhai
Mani Singh and the Sikh community.
Zakaria Khan learned about the
plans for the mela at Amritsar from
these traitors. Khan Bahadur dictated
his hukam nama for Bhai Mani Singh
to explain why he wanted to organise a
mela at Amritsar and asked him to
appear and explain the reasons and the
plans for the mela. Bhai Mani Singh
was also told how much money would
be levied on him to organise such a
mela. Zakaria Khan’s soldiers took the
hukam nama to Bhai Mani Singh and
asked him to read and sign the orders.
Then Bhai sahib was ordered to come
in person to Lahore and explain. Bhai

Mani Singh gathered five Sikhs to



The walled city of Lahore

accompany him to Khan Bahadur.
They stayed overnight at the Dera
Sahib; the following morning, they
went to see Zakaria Khan to explain
their reasons. Bhai Mani Singh was
told that if he wanted the mela at
Harmandir, he would have to pay
Rupees 3,000 as jizya to be permitted
to hold any such celebration. Bhai
Mani Singh agreed to pay the money.
It was a clever ploy by the Subedar to
gather all the Sikhs in one place and
kill them easily. By that time, the Sikhs
had a price on their heads. Moreover,
Zakaria Khan had wanted to annihilate
the Sikhs since his father’s time. He
had earlier asked the emperor at Delhi
to appoint him as the Subedar of

Lahore, and he would finish off the

Sikhs from Majha, Malwa, and Doaba.
His plan seemed to be working.
Diwali was to be celebrated on
Tuesday, 11 November 1738. Zakaria
Khan, along with his sippasalar, Sher
Mohammad, started preparing for the
onslaught against the Sikhs.
Armaments and soldiers were ready for
the operation. Nearer to the time of
the mela, Ami Chand Majithia and
Bhajan Das were heard bragging about
their connections with Zakaria Khan
and how they would soon be rich. This
was reported to Bhai Mani Singh, and
he, keeping in mind the safety of the
Sikhs, sent messages to all places
urging the Sikhs not to come. Zakaria
Khan ordered Diwan Lakhpat Rai to
help Sher Mohammad, along with a
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vast number of soldiers, to attack the
visiting Sikhs. It is mentioned that he
sent around 10,000 soldiers for this
operation, but this is an exaggeration
by historians. His whole army was not
more than 3,000 to 4,000 soldiers.
Bhai Mani Singh cancelled the whole
celebration in time and saved many
Sikh lives. The plan to kill the Sikhs
seemed to be failing in Lahore, and
Zakaria Khan felt insulted and
humiliated by Bhai Mani Singh’s
farsightedness. The cash offering which
Bhai Mani Singh and his fellow Sikhs
had envisaged would cover the jizya
was in deficit. Bhai Mani Singh could
not and would not pay, as the planned
mela had been thwarted by Lahore’s
Subedar. After three days and three
nights the sippasalar, along with his
soldiers, marched back to Lahore.
Zakaria Khan ordered Sher
Mohammad to return to Harmandir
and demand a jizya of Rupees 3,000
from Bhai Mani Singh. Sher
Mohammad demanded Bhai Mani
Singh to pay the money he had
promised for the mela. Bhai Mani
Singh replied that he did not have to
pay him even one rupee, as it was
Zakaria Khan and his soldiers who had
obstructed the organisation of the
mela. Sher Mohammad reported Bhai
Mani Singh’s reply to the sarkar at
Lahore. Zakaria Khan became very
angry at the refusal and ordered Sher
Mohammad to go with his soldiers to
arrest Bhai Mani Singh and bring him
immediately. Bhai Mani Singh, along
with Gurbaksh Singh, Sant Singh,
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Amar Singh, Uday Singh, Gurmukh
Singh, and Sangat Singh, went to
Lahore, escorted by Sher Mohammad
and his soldiers. The news of Bhai
Mani Singh’s arrest spread like wildfire
around Amritsar and Lahore. Bhai
Mani Singh and his associates were
kept in the Lahore fort jail overnight.
The following morning Zakaria Khan
called Bhai Mani Singh and his Sikhs
to appear before him. They were
brought in chains before the subedar
and were ordered by him to pay the
jizya, as agreed. He said that Bhai
Mani Singh would not be free to
return to Amritsar until it was paid in
full. Bhai Mani Singh gave the same
answer he had given to Sher
Mohammad at Amritsar. By now, the
Sikhs from the business community at
Lahore had arrived to see Bhai Mani
Singh, and they offered to pay the
money collectively. Bhai Sahib stood
firm on his principles and refused the
Sikhs’ offer, telling them that he would
not allow them to pay for something
that had not happened on account of
Zakaria Khan’s actions.

Zakaria Khan called for the kazi to
come to his durbar to advise him
about the non-payment of the jizya.
Khan Bahadur told the kazi that this
man was the granthi of Harmandir
who had wanted to hold a mela at
Amritsar and had agreed to a jizya of
Rupees 3,000, which now he was
refusing to pay. He asked the kazi what
the punishment under the Sharia was.
The kazi nazam opened his book and
read for a while, and then said that the



granthi was liable to pay under Sharia granthi had no money and would not

and he was liable for punishment on allow others to pay for him. The kazi
three counts. Firstly, he had gone back replied that there was one other way to
on his promise; secondly, he had been resolve the situation:
beadab (disrespectful); thirdly, he was ‘If he accepts to be a Muslim and
the Sikh leader who got Muslims killed take kalama before me, then we can
by his Sikhs through his sermons. allow him to go free’. Bhai Mani Singh
Khan Bahadur told the kazi that this replied to the kazi nazam:

S 5 TI6 fHS S 90 AT mamdt

A& 99 TR Afas 39 99w €3 for are

THR IHS UH H&'fE Sl 8% o3 IH T
B A36 7 WY gere A i 39 fred 3e
fA3E™H o I8+ A fe ©H SeH AT U3 AY
H IS 76 ASIT 1S 413 Afed 7S {63
s | T AfS9 Y3 IHd &HI AT 909
THH 31d & 5 At 8t §HT Hdie gJg
Y& Af3Y9 13 7 figg H3T tgH I3 Jrd AT 373
IH 3afa 3 fiw Iran Ife 394 a8 B s

Kazi nazam dahan mil bahu bidh sarra suna'i
Sunn karr singh sahib tabai garajj uthé imm ga'e
damarré hamré pass suna'i din kabuul kabaul karé hum kahi lakh
jatan ja app banavé mai sikhi
néh sidak tajavo, satnam ka kalma jo'i dam bandam sadh pare s6'1
sri gur nanak satgur meéré jhagaré jinhén sagal nivere
punn sri dasmén satgur puré hajar najar sadha hajure
dasam guru keé bété jo'i choti umar sahid juho'i
pun satgur ki jo bridh mata dharam héth gujari sang tata
hamm tinahi ké singh kahameé hé'i turak ki'un laja lame
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Zakaria Khan was not happy with
what Bhai Mani Singh had said, so he
asked the kazi nazam to find a suitable
punishment for him and his associates.
The kazi had made up his mind to set
an example to other Sikhs lest they
dared to rise against Lahore’s Subedar.
Without wasting any time, he ordered
that he be put to death and
dismembered.

The Sikhs of Lahore tried to
mediate the release of the remaining
prisoners. Bhai Mani Singh was
determined not to give Zakaria Khan
any reason to think he was wavering in
his decision to defy him. Some
historians write that a few of Bhai
Mani Singh’s associates were released
on zamanat, but this is not true. They
stood by Bhai Mani Singh’s decision
and gave their lives too. Zakaria Khan
ordered that, in keeping the Sharia law,
they should be put to death as was
prescribed by the kazi.

The executions were to take place at
Nikhas Chowk. This chowk was where
all executions were carried out in front
of the citizens of Lahore. All attempts
failed to persuade Bhai Mani Singh to
accept Islam and save his life.

Thus, on 7 December 1738,
Zakaria Khan decided to put Bhai
Mani Singh to death in the manner
advised by the kazi nazam. Mani Singh
was brought in chains from the fort to
Nikhas Chowk, the executioners were
called, and a fatwa was read to him,
explaining why he was to be punished.
Still steadfast in his belief, Bhai Mani
Singh was not shaken by these events.
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His face was glowing; he was calm,
serene, and ready to face the
wrongdoers. People gathered to witness
the execution as this was the normal
practice of the day. They were amazed
at this man, who was about to be
executed but reciting the Japuji Sahib.
After finishing the Japuji Sahib, Bhai
Mani Singh told the kazi that he was
ready and waiting. The Sikhs made a
final attempt to ask the kazi nazam to
take money in lieu of Bhai Mani
Singh’s life, but Bhai Sahib told them
that this was the order of the Kartar,
and no one could change His orders.
Even Khan Bahadur, who had shown
such cruelty to the Sikhs, was amazed
at Bhai Mani Singh’s tranquil state.

Zakaria Khan left the task of
execution in the hands of the kazi
nazam, and the executioners and left
for the fort. Amongst the crowd
watching were two men of God, Fakir
Shah Zarak Kadri and Sayyad Hussain
Peshawari, who were appalled at the
treatment of another man of God.
They immediately went to the Subedar
and told him that what he was doing
was not keeping with the Sharia, and if
he did not stop it, he would pay with
the wrath of Allah. Zakaria Khan, and
his soldiers, came immediately to
Nikhas Chowk to put a stop to the
execution, but it was too late — Bhai
Mani Singh’s head had been severed.
Bhai Mani Singh gave his life in the
service of Guru Gobind Singh, his
family and the entire Sikh Panth on
Mughar 22 massia 1795 B (7 Decem-
ber 1738 AD).
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Sagat turat lahore ki ti'ari Nazam pas,
singh chor ab déji'an la'u rupi'a lakhas,

Eh sun kar tab bha'i sahib kiyo bachan bahu dhiraj chhab,
bachan panth gur hé'i hai pura, tum kar sako kais adhara,
taté eh aradas karijai sikhi sidak dan méh dijai,
eh sun mani singh ki bani sab sagat dhan dhan bakhani,

pun nazam nai kahi'é su'a'i ang katavo dér na 12’], iss bidh singh
ké bachan sain adh hairan bha'iyé khan bahadar, piina nain kar
kain att lal kahiyo jaladan ko tisakal,

pakaré jakar bahar lai javo katé ang abb dér na lavo, hukam
mann tab katal karé bhuja pakar singh kar agaré, chock nikhas vich
asathané kharheé karé singh ji taib ane,

lok hazaron musalaman kétak hinda bhi tis dhan, dhor dhér
dekhan hith a'e dekhe singh jis ang kata’e, jab jalad nij sashtr

sambare singh ji dahani bhuja pasare,

mukh té ho'i prasan adh bhakhiyé hukam bich kuch varku na
rakhi'o, jétak bandh até dhan méré juda juda kato bin déré, sunnat
jalad hairani sari ho prasan singh bachan ucharé, mukhparr chadi
singh ke lali hai saruip iha sat akali, dekh dekh sabb 16k sar'ha hai

isa ko darr nah maut jara hai
path sri japuji kar ucheé siddaki dharam karam ke suché,
punn jugg charan singh ké pavan bandh bandh kar kin katavann
mukh té singh hé'i nah béli'6 gur pratap té sidak na doli’o, sri
japuji mukh path ki s6 dar poari ga'e

sis juda dhar té thi'o ache fateh gaja’i



Nikhas Gate, Nikhas Chowk, Lahore
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Samat satara so pachaname,
maghar mahina bhadén janave

ba'i din biti'a thit mavas, saka

thi'o kiyo singh javas

gurapur gayo atama bha'i, deh
sathal s6 pari raha'i

nagar sadar bha'i'o hahakar, hinda

musalam sab nar nar

After the execution of Bhai Mani
Singh, there was unrest in the city of
Lahore, Amritsar, and the surrounding
areas. Zakaria Khan was shaken by this
unrest and disgust shown by the Sikhs,
Hindus, and Muslims and felt that his
survival as the Subedar was in danger.
At first, he resisted keeping the body of
Bhai Mani Singh in public view at
Nikhas Chowk. Having regard for his
position, he ordered that the remains
be removed. By now, Bhai Mani
Singh’s brothers, Sedhu Singh and
Beeru Singh, had arrived from Hanso
Majra, along with the Sikh sangat from
Lahore and Amritsar. They took Bhai

48 | Mahroks

Sahib’s remains and cremated them on
the banks of the River Ravi. The ashes
were taken back to the village. The
Sikh sangat erected a samadhi of Bhai
Sahib just outside Masti Gate.

Earlier, whilst editing the Granth
Sahib, Bhai Mani Singh realised that
the bani of the Gurus and bhagats had
not been compiled correctly. He noted
that the chronology of the Granth
Sahib, which was based on different
ragas, was not right. So, he set about
putting it in the right form based on
ragas and differentiating the Gurus and
bhagats’ bani. The Sikhs at that time
did not understand if what he was
doing was correct or not and started
blaming him for reorganising the
Granth. They cursed Bhai Sahib for
the way he had cut the bani here and
there, and said may God cut him in
the same way. Bhai Sahib, not taking
any offence, apologised and sought
forgiveness. We may believe what the
historians have written, but what
happened to Bhai Sahib was not the
result of a Sikh curse. After the demise
of Guru Gobind Singh and Banda
Singh, here was another personality
who had influence over the Sikhs. The
Mughals, along with the Subedar of
Lahore, did not want Bhai Mani
Singh’s influence to grow because that
would have been fatal for the local
administration in Lahore. Thus, it was
imperative for them to remove his
influence and Zakaria Khan found a
solution to his problems. The
martyrdom of Bhai Mani Singh was a
strategic plan by Zakaria Khan.



Before the Partition, the gurudwara
at Shaheed Ganj was looked after by
the Sikhs. Giani Thakur Singh was the
custodian for worship and remem-
brance of Bhai Mani Singh. In 1920,
Giani wrote the complete history of
Bhai Mani Singh Kamboj and another
Mani Ram (Singh). He differentiated
the two Mani Singhs. Mani Singh
Shaheed was a Kamboj who spent his
entire life from childhood till the end
in the service of Guru Gobind Singh
and the Khalsa Panth.

The Gianis, Bhangus, Garjas, and
the Jaggis have not dealt fairly with
history. On account of selfish reasons,
their and their clans’ self-importance,
history has not been recounted
correctly, though we know the lineage

Shaheed Ganj
Bhai Mani
Singh, Masti
Gate, Lahore

of Bhai Mani Singh Kamboj from our
family records and the records of
family purohits. The fact remains that
Bhai Mani Singh was celibate and had
no sons and no wives. The other Mani
Singh, who had sons and wives, was on
the scene, but we cannot credit him for
the martyrdoms in the Sikh Panth.
Bhai Sahib was one of the most
prominent martyrs of the eighteenth
century. He occupies a special place in
Sikh history and the history of Punjab
due to the unique circumstances of his
martyrdom and is highly revered. He
was a saint in the true sense of that
word, a spiritual leader, a scholar, and
an administrator who took decisions

for the Khalsa Panth and did not run

away when things became difficult for
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him. There is no one who can equal
the stature of Bhai Mani Singh. He is a
role model for the Sikhs to lay down
their lives for their principles. Through
the most difficult times, Bhai Mani
Singh carried on with the work started
by Guru Gobind Singh. He carried on

with extraordinary courage and selfless
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